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When 

Theme   

Experience

•	 Rare species and cutting edge hybrids from 
around the world.

•	 Spectacular, jury judged, displays and floral 
arrangements.

•	 Expert growing  advice and demonstrations 
for the beginner to the experienced.

•	 Intriguing fragrances evolved to attract 
pollinators - and enchant you

•	 Delicious Vanilla orchid treats made fresh 
by renowned French chocolatier for the 71st 
anniversary event.

•	 Art Show managed by SB Art Association

•	 Open houses at local nurseries

Where

Tickets

Future 
Dates

Wild World of Orchids

9:00AM  to  5:00pm 

Friday March 4 - Sunday March 6, 2016

Earl Warren Showgrounds
Highway 101 to Las Positas Exit
3400 Calle Real, Santa Barbara CA 93105

Individual Tickets
							•		General:	$14
							•		Seniors	(age	65	and	older):	$12
							•		Students	(w/	ID):	$12		
							•		Children	12	&	under	(with	adult):	FREE

March	17-19,	2017	
March	9-11,	2018
March	15-17,	2019

www.SBOrchidShow.com
Santa Barbara Orchid Show, Inc. is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization

@SBOrchidShow | #SBOrchidShow

AT A GLANCE

WILD WORLD of ORCHIDS
Santa Barbara International Orchid Show71st

Press Contact

Leigh-Anne Anderson
Email pr@sborchidshow.com
Mobile:	310-990-5752

Show Manager 

Nancy Melekian
Nancy@sborchidshow.com
Office:	(805)	403-1533

SOCIAL @SBORCHIDSHOW

•	 #SBORCHIDSHOW

•	 FACEBOOK

•	 TWITTER

•	 INSTAGRAM

•	 PERISCOPE

•	 PINTEREST



SB International Orchid Show honors renowned orchid-grower Paul Gripp 

SANTA BARBARA, CA - The mind of Paul Gripp is part botanical catalogue, part horticultural instruc-
tion manual and part orchid-hunting adventure archive. Gripp, a spry Santa Barbara octogenarian and 
living legend in the orchid world, will be honored at the 2016 Santa Barbara International Orchid Show 
for his myriad contributions to the orchid industry. 

Longtime former owner of the Santa Barbara Orchid Estate, Gripp has spent a lifetime under the spell 
of orchids. Over 60 years dedicated to discovering, growing and teaching others all about the fascinat-
ing flowers have earned Gripp the titles author, expert and authority on all things orchids. 

The 71st annual SB International Orchid Show’s theme, “Wild World of Orchids,” pays homage to a 
family of flowering plants that are like an adopted family to Paul Gripp. His life’s work continues to cel-
ebrate orchid beauty, unraveled their mystery, and infecte countless people with orchid enthusiasm.

Gripp grew up in Topanga Canyon, but fate delivered him to Santa Barbara and landed him perma-
nently and passionately in orchid growing when he was fresh out of the US Navy in 1957. Before that, 
while attending UCLA, Gripp had worked as a gardener for Robert J. Chrisman, orchid hobbyist and 
vice president of Farmers Insurance. 

Chrisman bought five acres of land in Goleta, practically a stone’s throw from the ocean, and invited 
Gripp, then stationed in Tokyo, to help him open the SB Orchid Estate. Gripp agreed, bringing a UCLA 
degree in horticulture and botany into his new position as manager of the estate. 

With Gripp’s patient persistence and willingness to traverse the globe in search of rare and wonderful 
orchids, the Orchid Estate became one of the world's foremost collectors and propagators of orchid 
species and hybrids. Orchid lovers around the nation came to recognize Gripp’s name and his enter-
taining way of presenting scientific material in his popular monthly column for the American Orchid So-
ciety Bulletin. Meanwhile, he cultivated an unrivaled collection of “outdoor” orchid species that thrive in 
the Southern California climate.

Ever eager to introduce the new and unusual, Gripp spent decades periodically roaming the world in 
search of unique species to bring home. He ventured regularly to far-flung locales like Central Ameri-
ca, Brazil, the high Andes, India, Burma, New Guinea, and the Solomon Islands.

In 1967, Gripp purchased the SB Orchid Estate from Chrisman and ran it until he retired in 1986. Now 
Gripp’s two children, Parry and Alice, own the business.

“The Santa Barbara International Orchid Show is a piece of my life.”  States Gripp.  “I’m a student of 
orchids and got my first orchid at age 14 and then began working in the industry at age 17.  I’m really 
proud to be a part of the Santa Barbara International Orchid Show which is now the longest running 
show at Earl Warren Showgrounds.” 

The Santa Barbara International Orchid Show is open Friday, March 4 through Sunday, March 6 from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily at Earl Warren Showgrounds, located in Santa Barbara at Highway 101 and Las 
Positas Road. General admission is $14; seniors, students with ID and advance group sales (mini-
mum 25) are $12; and children 12 and under are free with an adult. Tickets are available in advance at 
www.SBOrchidShow.com/.



“Wild World of Orchids” arrives March 4 – 6, 2016 
 
 
SANTA BARBARA, CA –  Orchid lovers, flower fans and admirers of all things wild and 
wonderful, save the dates! On March 4 - 6, 2016, Santa Barbara International Orchid 
Show (www.SBOrchidShow.com) returns to Earl Warren Showgrounds in beautiful 
Santa Barbara, California. Thousands of blooms in every imaginable shape, color, 
pattern and texture, will be showcased at the show, one of the country’s largest and 
oldest celebrations of orchids.  
 
The 71st annual Santa Barbara International Orchid Show’s theme, “Wild World of 
Orchids,” pays homage to a family of flowering plants that boasts 25,000 species, 
among which beauty is ubiquitous and uniqueness is commonplace. Some are sexy 
(One species attracts male bees by mimicking the look, scent and feel of a female bee) 
while others are secretive (It took scientists years to find a moth with a foot-long tongue 
for pollinating an orchid that hides nectar 12 inches deep.).  
 
The three-day Orchid Show highlights bold and beautiful horticultural innovations and 
feats of evolution represented by more than 50 orchid exhibitors and vendors from 
around the world. A highlight of this year’s event is the vanilla orchid, which will add 
taste to the list of senses stimulated by the diverse array of plants.  
 
Though each year, the orchid show spotlights the novel and new, the event is steeped 
in a rich history. In its 71 years, it has grown rapidly alongside the public’s burgeoning 
attraction and access to orchids. Santa Barbara’s relationship with the exotic beauties 
was fostered by its well-heeled residents with sophisticated taste, such as Anna 
Dickinson and Edward and Emily Carpentier, who obtained specimens of the then-rare 
plants from distributors in England in the 1930s and 1940s. 
 
The Montecito Grange Hall hosted the first orchid show in 1945. It relocated to the 
Carrillo Recreation Center in downtown Santa Barbara the next year, and then to the 
State Armory on Santa Barbara’s Eastside before finding its longtime home at Earl 
Warren Showgrounds when the rotunda building opened in the early 1960s.  
 
Local cymbidium grower Eliot Rogers managed the show in its youth. He brought his 
keen eye and vast experience to the role. After World War II, Signal Oil magnate 
Samuel B. Mosher solidified the area’s place in orchid history by investing over $1.5 
million to create one of the world’s most extensive orchid breeding collections at his 
Rancho Dos Pueblos. Among a citrus farm, carnation nursery, acres of Birds of 
Paradise, Mosher dedicated eight acres to breeding and growing cymbidiums.  
 
 
	



In those early days of orchid propagation, stud plants sold for tens of thousands of 
dollars, and orchids were a luxury for the wealthy. Today, thanks to the advent of 
laboratory orchid cloning, scores of orchid varieties have become easily available and 
affordable.  
 
“After World War II, a handful of nurseries began to grow orchids on a commercial 
scale. Now, Santa Barbara County produces more orchids than any region in the 
country. Many of the nurseries are family businesses that date back several 
generations,” said John Ernest, laboratory manager at Carpinteria’s Gallup & Stribling 
Nursery.  
  
Santa Barbara International Orchid Show is open Friday, March 4 through Sunday, 
March 6 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily at Earl Warren Showgrounds, located in Santa 
Barbara at Highway 101 and Las Positas Road. General admission is $14; seniors, 
students with ID and advance group sales (minimum 25) are $12; and children 12 and 
under are free with an adult. Tickets are available in advance at 
www.SBOrchidShow.com. 
 

### 
 
Santa Barbara International Orchid Show links: 

• www.SBOrchidShow.com 
• https://www.facebook.com/orchidshow 
• https://twitter.com/SBOrchidShow 
• #SBOrchidShow 

 
 
Sources: 
“Love and Lies” by Michael Pollan, National Geographic, September 2009 
 
“Road Trip with Huell Howser,” 2010 
 
“The Big Orchid: The Seduction, Danger and History of Santa Barbara’s Most Famous 
Flower,” by Ethan Stewart, Santa Barbara Independent, March 15, 2007  
	



Top 8 Things to See and Do 
at the 71st Annual Santa Barbara International Orchid Show, 

“The Wild World of Orchids”

SANTA BARBARA, CA - On March 4 - 6, 2016, Santa Barbara International Orchid 
Show (www.SBOrchidShow.com) returns to Earl Warren Showgrounds in beautiful 
Santa Barbara, California. Thousands of blooms in every imaginable shape, color, pat-
tern and texture, will be showcased at the show, one of the country’s largest and oldest 
celebrations of orchids.

The 71st annual Santa Barbara International Orchid Show’s theme, “Wild World of Or-
chids,” pays homage to a family of flowering plants that boasts 25,000 species, among 
which beauty is ubiquitous and uniqueness is commonplace. 

The three-day Orchid Show highlights bold and beautiful horticultural innovations and 
feats of evolution represented by more than 50 orchid exhibitors and vendors from 
around the world. A highlight of this year’s event is the vanilla orchid, which will add 
taste to the list of senses stimulated by the diverse array of plants.

1) The Grand Orchid Exhibits. 
Enter the exhibit hall and be greeted by the world’s most beautiful, rare and exotic 
orchids.    The event showcases vibrant displays of local, national and international 
award-winning orchid growers and societies from around world. This year’s theme 
“Wild World of Orchids” will take festivalgoers on an adventure they’ll never forget.

2) The Fragrance. 
The aroma of the show is diverse, floral and romantic.  Many species of orchids attract 
their pollinators, such as bees, moths and hummingbirds by their smell.   

3) Attend the Cymbidium Conference.  
The 41st Annual Cymbidium Society of America Congress takes place on Saturday, 
March 5th, 2016 and offers an opportunity for attendees to take the next level of exper-
tise at the congress and listen to world-class experts and speakers such as Dr. Randall 
Robinson, Scott Barrie, Dave Sorokowsky, Dr. Robert-Jan Quene PHD, Dr. Yu Zhang 
and Mohan Pradhan.

4) Tantalize Your Taste buds with the Vanilla Orchid.  
At this year’s SB Intl. Orchid Show the mysterious Vanilla Orchid, the source of the 
most popular flavor in the world, will be highlighted and add taste to the list of senses 
stimulated by the diverse array of plants.  The Show has teamed up with award-win-
ning local chocolatiers, Chocolats Du Calibressan to create a special Tahitian Vanilla 
chocolate to commemorate the 71st year which will be available to indulge on during 
the 3-day festival.



5) Premier Orchid Show in California.  
Since it’s beginning in 1945 as a small gathering of orchid enthusiasts at the Montecito 
Hall, the show has grown to one of the largest and most prestigious in the world. It is 
the oldest, continuously running, show in the United States.  At its 71st anniversary 
event in 2016, visitors can expect to be wowed by lavish displays and stunning floral 
arrangements.

6) International Orchid Show Market. 
After admiring the orchids in the Exhibit hall, visitors can take a short walk over to the 
Sales Area where they will find many of the same orchids for sale. There they will find 
many of the finest Domestic growers as well as vendors from Tokyo, Ecuador, Brazil, 
Thailand, Columbia and Hawaii selling their plants. Vendors will be offering everything 
from beginner windowsill orchids to rare, unusual, and awarded species and hybrids. 
Visitors will also find all the supplies they need for their orchid repotting and care 
needs.

7) Orchid Doctor, Potting Demonstrations, and Master Gardener Classes. 
Enjoy educational demonstrations from master gardeners and orchid experts during 
the show in order to learn about best practices for growing healthy orchids. If you have 
an orchid that needs some TLC, visit the on site “Orchid Doctor,” expert and interna-
tional consultant, Bruce Kidd, to diagnosis and prescribe an orchid fix.

8) Visit the Local Nurseries.  
In conjunction with the Santa Barbara International Orchid Show all local nurseries in 
the Santa Barbara area will be having Open Houses throughout the weekend giving 
visitors the opportunity to visit their greenhouses and purchase orchids directly from 
the growers.

WHAT: 71st Annual Santa Barbara International Orchid Show
WHERE: Earl Warren Showgrounds, 3400 Calle Real, Santa Barbara, CA 93105
WHEN: March 4th, 5th, 6th 2016; 9am to 5pm.

TICKETS: 
Individual Tickets
       •  General: $14
       •  Seniors (age 65 and older) and Students (with ID): $12

 •  Children 12 and under (with adult): FREE
Tickets are also available before the show at all Ticketmaster locations and on the 
Ticketmaster website.
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Thanks to our sponsers

WILD WORLD of ORCHIDS
Santa Barbara International Orchid Show71st

Our Sponsors help make this Community Event possible.


